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Announcements

Treasurer’s Report
According to Treasurer 
Dianne Machesney:  
Previous balance   $719.72
Deposits                      32.00
Current Balance:  $751.72

For current and past 
newsletters and much 
more, visit our website at:  
www.wissahickonnatureclub.com

Input
We like to see what our 
members are discovering.  
If you have  a photo to 
share, pls. email it to   
mywintermoon@verizon.net

Worth Repeating
A few days ago I walked 
along the edge of the lake 
and was treated  to the 
crunch and rustle of 
leaves with each step I 
made. The acoustics  of 
this season are different 
and all sounds, no matter 
how hushed,  are as crisp 
as autumn air.

Eric Sloane

Wissahickon Nature Club
Guest Speaker

On November 13    Steve Leitkam will present Wildlife, Nature and Natural History. 
Steve enjoys many aspects of Nature and spends much of his time outdoors.  Often he 
finds himself in search of things many people feel are a bit unusual, and he loves to 
seek out the often over-looked.  Wildlife, Nature and Natural History is predominately 
what Steve photographs.  While he strives to produce images that are aesthetically 
pleasing Steve will, on occasion, include images of a lesser quality if he feels that the 
subject or content is of sufficient interest to somewhat overshadow the quality 
deficits.  As a special exhibit, Steve will bring in his pet vinegaroon aka: whip scorpion.

from Sarah Lyle, our speaker from our last 
meeting on Arachnids.
Here is some of the info that people were asking for 
after the presentation.   

Favorite Field Guide: Spiders of the North Woods.   
Now there is also a 2nd edition out.

Websites:
1.  www.bugguide.org<http://www.bugguide.org>
2.  The online massive online open courses (MOOCs) 
that Sarah took were at www.coursera.org<http://
www.coursera.org>.  There are other sites with 

MOOCs, that is just the one that she chose due to 
course offerings.

3.  www.insectidentification.org<http://
www.insectidentification.org>

4.  http://www.swiftinverts.com/ is where Sarah 
order her tarantulas.  It is a great resource if you 
just want to learn more too!

Also, you are welcome to email pics or questions to 
Sarah directly at msbiogeek@gmail.com.

Don’t miss our next program. On  December 4, 
Thursday, Amanda Haney will present Southeast 
Utah: a slide tour of National and State Parks.  
Highlighted will be spectacular rock formations of 
Arches, Capitol Reef, and Canyonlands National 
Parks. Scenery of the Colorado River, Glen Canyon, 
Natural Bridges and Monument Valley will be 
included.   She will also present information about 
local birds, plants and animals as well as historic 
residents of the area.

Resinous	  Polypore	  (Ischnoderma	  resinosum)	  by	  Steve	  Leitkam
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Wissahickon	  Nature	  Club
Looking	  Ahead

December	  18,	   Thursday,	   7:30	  p.m.	  	  
Meg	  Scanlon	  will	  present	  Nature	   Is	  
All	   Around	   Us.	   Explore	   Latodami	  
Nature	   Center	   in	   North	   Park	   with	  
Meg	   	   Scanlon,	   Interpretive	  
naturalist.	   	   Latodami	   Nature	  
Center	   	   is	  a	  sanctuary	  to	  more	   than	  
500	   species	   of	   birds,	   	   mammals,	  
reptiles,	   amphibians	   and	   insects.	  	  
T h r o u g h	   	   h e r	   s t u n n i n g	  
photography,	   knowledge	   and	  
experience	  Meg	  will	   edify	   us	   about	  
some	   of	   the	   animals	   and	   plants	  
commonly	  found	  around	  the	  nature	  
center.

This	  will	   be	  our	   annual	  Christmas	   /	  
Ho l iday	   Pa r ty	   and	   Cook ie	  
Exchange.	   	   There	   is	   no	   required	  
minimum	   or	   maximum	   dozens	   of	  
cookies	   to	   bring.	   	   Take	   home	   as	  
many	   cookies	   as	   you	   bring.	   	   Bring	  
your	   friends.	  	  This	   is	  a	  great	  time	  to	  
introduce	  new	  folks	  to	  our	  Club.

CELEBRATE	  NATURE	  !

Botanical	  Society	  of	  Western	  
Pennsylvania

Loree	  Speedy	  724.518.6022	  
mousemapper@verizon.net
http://www.botsocwpa.org/

Meeting
December	  8,	  Monday,	   7:15	   p.m.	   	  Holiday	  
Party.	   	   Members	   are	   to	   bring	   up	   to	   12	  
slides	  to	   share.	   	   	  Meetings	  will	  be	   held	  in	  
the	   Ford-‐Mateer	   Classroom	   of	   Carnegie	  
Museum	   of	  Natural	  History,	   4400	  Forbes	  
Avenue,	  Pittsburgh,	  PA	  (Oakland).

Environmental	  Book	  Club	  
Kim	  Metheny	  	  

kmetheny@hotmail.com
Chriss	  O'Lare	  	  colare@comcast.net
Meet	  at	  the	  Panera	  on	  McKnight	  

Road.
Upcoming	  Book

December	   15,	   Monday,	   	   7:15	   p.m.	  
Spillover,	   by	   David	   Quammen,	   a	   timely	  
book	  about	  pandemics.

Fern	  Hollow	  Nature	  Center
Sam	  McClain-‐Capezzuto,	  Director

412.741.6136
April	  Claus,	  Naturalist

412.741.7536
http://www.\nc.org/

November	   17,	   19,	   21,	   Monday,	  
Wednesday	   and	   	  Friday,	   8:00	  p.m.	   	  Saw-‐
whet	   Owl	   Banding	   by	   Bob Mulvihill.  
Meet in the main parking  lot of 
Sewickley Heights Borough Park. 
Meet at picnic table area. Banding will 
not take place if  it is raining or very 
windy. Banders will pack up at 12 
midnight.

Three	  Rivers	  Birding	  Club
Bob	  VanNewkirk,	  President

412.366.1694
www.3rbc.org

Meeting
December	   10,	   Wednesday,	   7:30	   p.m.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Annual	   Slide	   Slam,	   the	   old-‐fashioned	  
name	   for	   the	   extravaganza	   of	   our	  
photographers '	   favor ite	   pictures.	  
Nowadays,	  of	  course,	  we	  see	   them	  not	  on	  
slides	   but	   in	   dazzling	   digital	   format.	  	  
Phipps	   Garden	   Center,	   1059	   Shady	  
Avenue	  in	  Shadyside.	  

Outings
November	   16,	   Sunday,	   8:00	   a.m.	  
Montour	   Woods	   Conservation	   Area.	  	  
Meet	   Sean	  Brady,	  Executive	  Director	   of	  
the	   Hollow	  Oak	   Land	  Trust	   	   for	   a	   bird	  
o u t i n g	   t o	   t h e	   Mon t o u r	   Wood s	  
Conservation	  Area.	   	   	  Spend	   the	   morning	  
birding	   and	   hiking	   the	   wooded	   trails	  
through	   the	   conservation	  area.	   	   	  Explore	  
the	  stream	  valley	  of	  Meeks	  Run,	  one	   if	  the	  
cleanest	   streams	   in	   Allegheny	   County.	  	  
Trails	   have	   uneven	   surfaces	   and	   some	  
hills.	   	   Meet	   at	   the	   Conservation	   area	  
located	   at	   1901	   Hassam	   Road,	   Moon	  
Township.	  Directions:	  From	  79	  head	  north	  
on	  Route	   51	   into	  Coraopolis	  and	   turn	  left	  
onto	   Montour	   Street,	   which	   becomes	  
Montour	   Street	   extension.	   Montour	  
Street	   Extension	   ends	   at	   Hassam	   Road.	  
Turn	  left	  on	  to	  Hassam	  Road	  and	  go	  about	  
1/2 	  mile	   and	   look	   for	   the	   parking	   lot	   on	  
the	   right	  as	  you	  go	  downhill.	   If	  you	  reach	  
the	   Montour	   Trail	   at	   the	   bottom,	   turn	  
around	  and	  go	  back	  100	  yards.	  
 

Pipevine	  Swallowtail	  Caterpillar	  (Ba?us	  philenor)	  
by	  Steve	  Leitkam.

Wild Turkey, Meleagris ga!opavo by Chuck Tague

Happy Thanksgiving Everybody!

November	  23,	  Sunday,	  8:00	  
a.m.	   Moraine	   State	   Park.	  	  	  
Meet	   at	   the	   Moraine	   State	  
Park	   day	   use	   area	   (south	  
shore)	  in	  the	  first	  parking	  lot	  
on	   t he	   r i gh t	   f o r	   t h i s	  	  
leaderless	  outing.
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